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Current Climate Impacts Already Increasing  
Transportation Costs 

• Hurricane Sandy –  
$65 billion 

• NJ Transit - $450 million 
• NY MTA - $4.75 billion 

• Hurricane Irene –  
$11.7 billion 

• NY State - $297 million 
• VT Highways - $175 to $250 

million 
• Predicted national investment gap 

of $1.1 trillion by 2020 
 
 

Mark Wilson / Getty Images in The New York Times 

Matthew Cavanaugh for The New York Times 

Sources | 2012 Annual Global Climate and Catastrophe Report,  
Impact Forecasting; NY State Governor’s Office; MTA; 
NJ.com; Vermont Agency of Natural Resources; ASCE 



Transportation and Climate Initiative 
Collaboration of 11 northeastern states and the District of Columbia to build the clean 
energy economy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the transportation sector. 



TCI 
• Declaration Signed in 2010 

– 12 Jurisdictions 
– Transportation, Energy, and 

Environment agencies 
 

• Accomplishments 
– $1 million EV planning grant 
– Sustainable Communities 

agreement, indicators work 
– Freight study 
– Promoting use of real-time 

transit data 

 



Electric Vehicle Materials & Tools 





What Kind of Economy-wide Goals  
have TCI States Articulated? 

CT 
2013 Comprehensive Energy Plan, affirming goals in 2008 
Connecticut Global Warming Solutions Act:  House Bill 5600 

10% below 1990 by 2020 
80% below 2001 by 2050 

DE 
2009 Energy Plan recommends setting updated goal  

DC A Vision for Sustainable DC (2012) 50% below 2012 by 2032  
80% below 2012 by 2050  

ME 
Act to Provide Leadership in Addressing the Threat of Climate 
Change (2003) 

Return to 1990 by 2010 
10% below 1990 by 2020 
75-80% below 2003 long term 

MD 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act (2009) 
Climate Action Plan (2008) 

25% below 2006 by 2020 
90% below 2006 by 2050 

MA 
Clean Energy and Climate Plan for 2020 (2010), pursuant to 2008 
Global Warming Solutions Act (2008) 

25% below 1990 by 2020 
80% below 1990 by 2050 

NH New Hampshire Climate Action Plan (2009) 20% below 1990 by 2025 
80% below 1990 by 2050 

NJ Global Warming Response Act, A3301 (2007) Return to 1990 by 2020 
80% below 2006 by 2050 

NY Exec. Order No. 2 (2011); Exec. Order No. 24 (2009) 80% below 1990 by 2050 

PA Pennsylvania Climate Change Action Plan (2009) 30% below 2000 by 2020 

RI Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Action Plan (2002) Return to 1990 by 2010 
10% below 1990 by 2020 

VT 
Act No. 168 (S.259) (2006) 25% below 1990 by 2012 

50% below 1990 by 2028 
75% below 1990 by 2050 



Climate Goals of TCI States 
Most recent available economy-wide goals  

expressed as percent of 1990 GHG emission levels 
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 2020 TCI Range: 63% to 100% 
U.S. Goal: 98% 

2025 TCI Range: 55% to 87% 
U.S. Goal: 83% 

2030 TCI Range: 48% to 74% 
U.S. Goal: 69% 

2035 TCI Range: 42% to 62% 
U.S. Goal: 57% 

2040 TCI Range: 36% to 49% 
U.S. Goal: 44% 

Notes: 
No goal for Delaware plotted 
Maine “long term” goal applied to 2050 
Pennsylvania, Rhode island do not have long term goals, 
only 2020 goals 
 

Source for 1990-2009 TCI GHG emissions: WRI U.S. CAIT database 
Analysis uses TCI transportation-sector emissions as baseline 9 



What Kind of Transportation Goals  
have TCI States Articulated? 

CT 
2013 Energy Plan identifies strategies projected to achieve 37% reductions from BAU by 
2050. 

DE 
2009 Energy Plan recommends setting goal of not exceeding 2009 VMT levels by 2030. 
2010 Exec. Order state agencies to reduce petroleum consumption by 25%, vehicle 
emissions by 25%, and vehicle miles traveled by 15% by 2012 from 2008 levels.  

DC 
2012 Vision sets goal that 75% of all trips originating in DC to be by walking, biking, or 
transit by 2032 

ME 
2011 law sets goal of reducing economy-wide oil use by at least 30% below 2009 levels 
by 2030 and 50% by 2050 

MD 
Latest GGRA Plan (in development) indicates transportation sector would achieve ~36% 
of economy-wide GHG reductions by 2020, however additional transportation funding 
will be needed for indicated strategies 

MA 
Massachusetts’s 2010 Clean Energy Plan calls for 30.4% of the 2020 statewide reduction 
goal to come from transportation.  

NH 
2009 Climate Action Plan recommends land use and transportation policies that could 
achieve transportation-sector reductions of GHG emissions of 5.01 MMTCO2e/year by 
2025 and 7.91 MMTCO2e/year by 2050. 

NJ 
2009 Recommendations Report identifies policies that would achieve transportation 
sector reductions of 12.2 MMTCO2e per year by 2020.  

NY 
In-development 2013 energy plan pursuant to 2009 statute to include transportation 
elements.  

PA 
2009 Climate Action Plan identifies transportation and land use strategies that would 
achieve GHG reductions of 6.62 MMTCO2e annually by 2020. 

RI 
2012 Long Range Transportation Plan articulates qualitative goal of reducing GHG 
emissions and VMT.  

VT 
2011 Energy Plan articulates goals for transportation sector supporting 90% economy-
wide renewables goal, including keeping VMT growth at 1.5% annually. 

States have a 
variety of goal 
types 
 
• Transportation-

specific GHG 
goals 

• Oil reduction 
goals 

• Plans that identify 
strategies to 
achieve specific 
reductions 

• Mode shift goals 
• Qualitative GHG, 

VMT goals 
 

10 10 



Polling Shows Support for   
Reducing Oil Consumption in Region 

Yes 

No 

• Results from a 
national, random 
sample poll of 1,874 
respondents by 
Georgetown University.  
Poll conducted Feb. 7-
19, 2013 
 

• Overall poll results 
consistent with other 
national polling 
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Do You Support Reducing Oil 
Consumption by Half? 

60% 

11% 

Question: Would you support/oppose state government 
setting a goal to reduce oil usage by 50 percent in the state to 
be less dependent on foreign oil and to encourage investment 
in alternative energy technology? [Results from TCI region] 

Source | 2013 Georgetown University poll 

 



For more information: 
www.transportationandclimateintiative.org 
www.GeorgetownClimate.org 
www.NortheastEVs.org 
 
 

http://www.transportationandclimateintiative.org/
http://www.georgetownclimate.org/
http://www.northeastevs.org/
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